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(9) Redistribution of shares resulting
from permanent revocation. If a share-
holder’s IFQ shares have been perma-
nently revoked, the RA will redis-
tribute the IFQ shares proportionately
among remaining shareholders (subject
to cap restrictions) based upon the
amount of shares each held just prior
to the redistribution. During December
of each year, the RA will determine the
amount of revoked shares, if any, to be
redistributed, and the shares will be
distributed at the beginning of the sub-
sequent fishing year.

(10) Annual recalculation and notifica-
tion of IFQ shares and allocation. On or
about January 1 each year, IFQ share-
holders will be notified, via the IFQ
Web site at ifg.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov, of
their IFQ shares and allocations, for
each of the five share categories, for
the upcoming fishing year. These up-
dated share values will reflect the re-
sults of applicable share transfers and
any redistribution of shares (subject to
cap restrictions) resulting from perma-
nent revocation of IFQ shares. Alloca-
tion, for each share category, is cal-
culated by multiplying IFQ share for
that category times the annual com-
mercial quota or commercial catch al-
lowance for that share category. Up-
dated allocation values will reflect any
change in IFQ share for each share cat-
egory, any change in the annual com-
mercial quota or commercial catch al-
lowance for the applicable categories;
and any debits required as a result of
prior fishing year overages as specified
in paragraph (b)(3)(ii) of this section.
IFQ participants can monitor the sta-
tus of their shares and allocation
throughout the year via the IFQ Web
site.

(11) Gulf grouper and tilefish IFQ pro-
gram participation for current grouper
and tilefish IFQ account holders. (i) A
current participant in the Gulf grouper
and tilefish IFQ program must com-
plete and submit the application for an
IFQ Online Account that is available
on the Web site sero.nmfs.noaa.gov, to
certify status as a U.S. citizen or per-
manent resident alien. The account
holder must also complete and submit
any other information on this form
that may be necessary for the adminis-
tration of the IFQ online account.
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(ii) A person with an established IFQ
online account must update and con-
firm the account information every 2
years. IFQ online accounts are updated
through the submission of the applica-
tion for an IFQ Online Account. Ac-
counts must be updated prior to the ac-
count validity date (expiration date of
the account) that is displayed on each
account holder’s IFQ online account
page. The RA will provide each partici-
pant who has established an online ac-
count an application approximately 2
months prior to the account validity
date. A participant who is not provided
an application at least 45 days prior to
the account validity date must contact
IFQ Customer Service at 1-866-425-7627
and request an application. Failure to
submit a completed application prior
to the participant’s account validity
date will lead to the suspension of the
participant’s access to his IFQ online
account until a completed application
is submitted. Participants who certify
that they are either not a U.S. citizen
or permanent resident alien will be in-
eligible to receive shares or allocation
through transfer.

§§622.23-622.24 [Reserved]

§622.25 Exemptions for the Gulf
groundfish trawl fishery.

Gulf groundfish trawl fishery means
fishing in the Gulf EEZ by a vessel that
uses a bottom trawl, the unsorted
catch of which is ground up for animal
feed or industrial products.

(a) Other provisions of this part not-
withstanding, the owner or operator of
a vessel in the Gulf groundfish trawl
fishery is exempt from the following
requirements and limitations for the
vessel’s unsorted catch of Gulf reef
fish:

(1) The requirement for a valid com-
mercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish
in order to sell Gulf reef fish.

(2) Minimum size limits for Gulf reef
fish.

(3) Bag limits for Gulf reef fish.

(4) The prohibition on sale of Gulf
reef fish after a quota closure.

(b) Other provisions of this part not-
withstanding, a dealer in a Gulf state
is exempt from the requirement for a
dealer permit for Gulf reef fish to re-
ceive Gulf reef fish harvested from the
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Gulf EEZ by a vessel in the Gulf
groundfish trawl fishery.

§622.26 Recordkeeping and reporting.

(a) Commercial vessel owners and oper-
ators. The owner or operator of a vessel
for which a commercial permit for Gulf
reef fish has been issued, as required
under §622.20(a)(1), or whose vessel
fishes for or lands reef fish in or from
state waters adjoining the Gulf EEZ,
who is selected to report by the SRD
must maintain a fishing record on a
form available from the SRD. These
completed fishing records must be sub-
mitted to the SRD postmarked not
later than 7 days after the end of each
fishing trip. If no fishing occurred dur-
ing a calendar month, a report so stat-
ing must be submitted on one of the
forms postmarked not later than 7 days
after the end of that month. Informa-
tion to be reported is indicated on the
form and its accompanying instruc-
tions.

(b) Charter vessel/headboat owners and
operators—(1) Reporting requirement. The
owner or operator of a vessel for which
a charter vessel/headboat permit for
Gulf reef fish has been issued, as re-
quired under §622.20(b), or whose vessel
fishes for or lands such reef fish in or
from state waters adjoining the Gulf
EEZ, who is selected to report by the
SRD must maintain a fishing record
for each trip, or a portion of such trips
as specified by the SRD, on forms pro-
vided by the SRD and must submit
such record as specified in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section.

(2) Reporting deadlines—(i) Charter ves-
sels. Completed fishing records required
by paragraph (b)(1) of this section for
charter vessels must be submitted to
the SRD weekly, postmarked not later
than 7 days after the end of each week
(Sunday). Information to be reported is
indicated on the form and its accom-
panying instructions.

(ii) Headboats. Completed fishing
records required by paragraph (b)(1) of
this section for headboats must be sub-
mitted to the SRD monthly and must
either be made available to an author-
ized statistical reporting agent or be
postmarked not later than 7 days after
the end of each month. Information to
be reported is indicated on the form
and its accompanying instructions.
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(c) Dealers. A person who purchases
Gulf reef fish from a fishing vessel, or
person, that fishes for or lands such
fish in or from the EEZ or adjoining
state waters must maintain records
and submit information as follows:

(1) A dealer must maintain at his/her
principal place of business a record of
Gulf reef fish that he/she receives. The
record must contain the name of each
fishing vessel from which reef fish were
received and the date, species, and
quantity of each receipt. A dealer must
retain such record for at least 1 year
after receipt date and must provide
such record for inspection upon the re-
quest of an authorized officer or the
SRD.

(2) When requested by the SRD, a
dealer must provide information from
his/her record of Gulf reef fish received,
the total poundage of each species re-
ceived during the month, average
monthly price paid for each species by
market size, and proportion of total
poundage landed by each gear type.
This information must be provided on
forms available from the SRD and
must be submitted to the SRD at
monthly intervals, postmarked not
later than 5 days after the end of the
month. Reporting frequency and re-
porting deadlines may be modified
upon notification by the SRD. If no
reef fish were received during a cal-
endar month, a report so stating must
be submitted on one of the forms, post-
marked not later than 5 days after the
end of the month.

(3) The operator of a car or truck
that is used to pick up from a fishing
vessel reef fish harvested from the Gulf
must maintain a record containing the
name of each fishing vessel from which
reef fish on the car or truck have been
received. The vehicle operator must
provide such record for inspection upon
the request of an authorized officer.

§622.27 At-sea observer coverage.

(a) Required coverage. A vessel for
which a Federal commercial vessel per-
mit for Gulf reef fish or a charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for Gulf reef fish
has been issued must carry a NMFS-ap-
proved observer, if the vessel’s trip is
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